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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

UPDATED SERIES

NOTABLE MOVEMENTS

Series updated since the June 1996 issue are: state accounts; labour
force, job vacancies, industrial disputes; housing finance, building
approvals; retail turnover; tourism; and new motor vehicle registrations.
A featurc article on Labour Mobility in the ACT is included on page 6.

Trend Gross State Product at average 1989-90 prices for the ACT
increased by 0.4% in the March quarter 1996 to $2,102 million an
increase of 0.9% over the year. The trend GSP at current prices increased
by 1.3% in the March quarter 1996 and increased by 2.8% over the year.

The trend number of persons cmployed in the ACT has fallen for each
of the last eight months from a peak of 159,700 persons in October
1995 1o 155,300 persons in June 1996 (an overall fall of 4,400 persons
or —2.8%). Over the same period, the trend unemployment rate has
steadily increased from 7.0% to 8.4% and the trend participation rate has
decreased from 74.3% to 72.9%. :

There were 800 job vacancies recorded in the ACT in May 1996; a
decrease of 50.0% from February 1996 and 38.5% from May 1995. Job
vacancies in the private sector decreased by 72.1% to 200 and in the
public sector decreased by 21.9% to 600.

In March 1996, there were 26 working days lost per 1,000 employees in
the ACT compared with 85 working days lost per 1,000 employees
nationally,

The trend number of dwelling units financed (includes refinancing) in
the ACT has fallen for each of the last 4 months from a peak of

869 dwellings units financed in December 1995 to 821 dwellings units
financed in April 1996 (an overall fall of 5.5%). The trend estimate for
the value of commitments in the ACT in April 1996 was $82.5 million, a
decrease of 2.0% on the previous month.

The trend number of dwelling units approved in the ACT has fallen for
each of the last ¢ months from a peak of 246 dwellings in November
1995 1o 151 dwellings in May 1996 (an overall fall of 38.6%). Over the
same period nationally. it has increased by 3.2%.

The trend estimate for retail turnover in the ACT for May 1996 was
$190.4 million, up slightly on the previous monih’s figure of

$189.4 million. Nationally trend retail turnover has increased by 5.9%
aver the last 12 months compared to 3.9% for the ACT.

Room occupancy rates for hotels, motels and guest houses in the March
quarter 1996 was 59.8%, down 4.8 points on the previous month and
down 5.6 points over the last 12 months. For 4 and 5 star hotels, motels
and guest house, the room occupancy rate fell to 69.4% in the March
quater 1996 compared with 78.8% in the March quarter 1995.

The trend estimate for new motor vehicle registrations for the ACT in
May 1996 was 1,019, a decrease of 1.4% over April 1996, and 2.7% lower
than for May 1995. Nationally, the trend for total new registrations has
shown consecutive rises since October 1995, with May 1996 recording a
slight increase.
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FEATURE ARTICLE LABOUR MOBILITY, AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY,
FEBRUARY 1996

Summarised below are the results for the ACT from the Labour Mobilisy
Survey which was run in association with the February 1996 Labour
Force Survey. The survey provides information on Labour Mobility for
persons aged 15 to 69 years.

The survey found that an estimated 168,840 persons aged 1569 years in
the ACT had worked at some time during the year ending February
1996. Some 92% of these people were working in February 1996, with
the balance either looking for work (4%) or not in the labour force (£%).

Of the 155,300 persons working in February 1996, 75% had been in
their current job for the whole vear, 18% had started their current job
during the year and had a previous job during the year and 7% had
started their current job during the vear and had no previous job during
the year.

Job mobility was greatest for persons aged 20-24 vears {43%) and least
for those aged 45-54 ycars (20%) and 55-69 vears (21%). Job mobility
ratios for males and females were similar (30% and 31% respectively).

Job mobility amengst Australian-born persons (32%) was similar to that
for those born overseas in main English speaking countries (29%).
However, job mobility was markedly lower (at 23%) for thase born in
other countries.

Family members tended to be less job mobile than non-family members
(29% compared with 39%) and married persons were less job mobile
than those who were not married (28% compared with 35%).

Some 39,331 persons who were working in February 1996 had been in
their current oecupation for less than one year. Of these people 25%
were clerks, 21% were salespersons and personai service workers and
18% were professionals.

Some 8,614 persons who were working in February 1995 and February
1996 had changed State and become usual residents of the ACT.

LABOUR _MOBIUTY, SELECTED STATISTICS FOR ACT, FEBRUARY 1996

S - Mafes Females _Totai
Had worked at some time during year 89 710 79 130 168 840
Were working at February 1996 82 640 72 860 155 BOO
Duration of current job

Under 1 year 19 406 18925 39331
Under 3 months 767 7277 15044
3 and under 6 months 3495 5230 8726
6 and under 12 months 8144 7 alr 15 561
1 and under 2 years 10 243 10 934 21177
2 and under 3 years 7786 7324 15 110
3 and under 5 years 10 203 9 634 16 837
5 and under 10 years 15 366 13 365 28731
10 years and over 18 636 11678 31314
10 and under 20 years 12793 9 316 22 108
20 years and over 6 843 2 362 9 205

Source: Labour Mobitity, Austratia, February 1996 (6209.0).
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1 AUSTRALAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, JUNE QUARTER
(ol 1}996/MARCH QU&_RTER 199_?, EXP_ECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE B
Austrafian
Capital
Territory Austrafia
Period % %
Short-term
Dec. gtr 1994-Mar. gtr 1995 -1.3 -0.5
tar. gtr 19985-June gtr 1995 5.2 1.4
June gtr 1995-Sept. gtr 19956 0.8 13
Sept. gtr 1995-Dec. qtr 1995 2.0 2.1
Dec. gtr 1995-Mar. otr 1996 0.5 -0.2
Mar. qir 1996-June gtr 1996 1.8 2.3
Medium-term
Dec. qtr 1984-Dec. gtr 1995 35 2.3
Mar. gtr 1885-Mar. gtr 1996 3.0 3.0
June gtr 1995-June gir 1996 -0.8 2.3
Sept. gtr 1995-3ept. gtr 1996 3.1 3.4
Dec. grr 1995-Dec. gtr 1996 3.8 4.4
Mar. gtr 1996-Mar, gtr 1997 2.3 4.1

ABS « BUSINESS INDICATORS, ACT « 1303.8 . JULY 1898 7



2 _ AUSTRAUAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JUNE 1996CONTINUED

Austratian Capital Territory

Australia

Change from

Change from

Same
Latest Previous period Latest Previous
indicator ) Ynit figure period previous figure period
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR
POPULATION
December gtr 95 '000s 3049 — 1.1 1817386 0.3
MNatural increase na. 964 37.3 22.3 30744 4.9
Net migraton ne. -927 -1216.9 50.7 28 428 -8.6
Total increase no. 37 -95.3 -78.6 59 172 -2.1
LABOUR FORCE, lune 96
Original seres
Employed ‘000s 156.3 0.1 -0.4 8354.1 0.2
Unemployed ‘000s 12.4 -8.1 14.8 730.5 3.7
Unemplayment rate” % 7.3 -0.6 0.9 8.0 0.3
Participation rate % 72.6 0.5 0.2 63.3 0.2
Long-term unemployed (May 36) no. 2540 -14.9 -16.1 205 489 -56.0
Long-term unemployed as pE{centage
total unemployed (May 98} % 188 -1.3 -6.1 27.1 0.5
Trend series
Employed '000s 155.3 -0.1 0.8 8314.4 —
Unemployed '‘000s 14.3 1.4 18.2 777.6 —
Unemplayment rate % 8.4 0.1 1.2 8.6 —
Participation rate %% 72.9 0.1 -0.4 63.4 -1
JOB VACANCIES, May 96 ‘000s 0.8 -50.0 -38.5 53.6 -16.1
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS. March 26
Wworking days fost '000s — -100.0 — 87.4 91.7
Days lost per ‘000 emplayees (year ended
March 96) no. 28.0 — 333.3 85.0 7.6
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HOUSING FINANCE, May 98
Secured commitments to individuals for
Original series
Construction of dwellings m 5.5 -11.3 9.8 489.4 -14.2
Purchase of new dwellings $m 8.7 3B 26.1 193.5 ~1.3
Purchase of established dwellings $m 50.7 9.8 416 27919 -15.2
Total housing commitments $m 80.3 -9.2 352 3474.8 -14.4
Seasonally adjusted series
Total housing commitments 5m 80.2 -5.4 268.3 3681.9 -0.1
Trend series
Dwelling units financed no. 821 -2.0 24.0 38 592 -0.3
Total housing cornmitments $m 825 ~2.0 23.1 3751.4 -0.3
BUILDING APPROVALS, May 96
Original scries
Dwelling units no. 233 13.1 2.2 12 089 22.1
Value of new residential $m 241 47.9 9.5 12701 33.7
Value of residential alterations and
additions Sm 4.1 -66.4 -10.9 203 2.3
Value of non-residential 5m 109.3 494 .0 554.5 11198 33.3
Value of total building m 137.5 193.8 216.8 2593 30.4
Trend series
Dwelling units no. 151 -6.2 3.8 10 502 0.6
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, Dec. gtr 95
New houses na. 380 2.8 1.8 22 351.0 6.1
Value of houses commenced Sm 44,1 18.9 4.0 2281.1 5.2
Value of non-residential building commenced Sm 57.9 -8.2 -21.0 2 388.6 29
Value of total commencements $m 152.0 2.8 -12.8 6 001.9 -7.5
PRICE INDEXES
Established house price index, {1989-90=
Mar. gtr 96 100.0) 127.0 -1.2 -2.9 112.2 -0.2

For footnctes see end of table.

Same
perind
previous

1.3
—7.6
223.1
40.6

1.0
0.8
-01
-0.4
-16.6

0.8
3.0
0.2
-0.3
-0.2

92.5

133

8.1
32.4
241
22.0

13.8
14.5

-13.6
-54

-5.3
17.3
3.2

-12.1

-29.9
-25.0

8.5
-17.2
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2__  AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JULY 1996 — continued

Australian Capital Territory

Austratia

Indicator . CoL Mot

PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER
SPENDING

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
March gtr 96 11989-90=100.0]
Food
Housing
Transportatan
All groups
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS. February 96
Qriginal series

Males 3

Females %

Total persons g
Trend series

Males $

Femalcs $

Total persons 3

RETAIL TURNOVER, May 96
Qriginat series

Food retailing Sm
Department stores am
Hospitality and services Sm
All other retailing sm
Total im
Trenc Seres
Food retailing '000s
Department stores sm
Hospitality and senvices 5m
Al other retailing %
Total '000s

TOURISM AND TRANSPORT

HOTELS, MOTELS ANL GLEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION. Dec. atr 95

Original serics

Room nights ‘000s
Takings at current prices Sm
Takings at 1989 90 prices $m
Room occupancy rate (Mar, gtr 96}1 %
Seasonally adjusted series
Room nights '000s
Takings at current prices $m
Takings at 1989-80 orices $m
Trend series
Room nights ‘000s
Takings at current prices $m
Takings at 1989-90 prices Sm
NEW WMOTOR VERICLE REGISTRATIONS,
May. 96
Motor vehicles no.
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles no.
Trend motor vehicles no.

For footnotes see end of taple.

Latest
figure

119.2
112.2
127.5
120.8

759.7
526.9
638.7

760.9
5209
638.6

81.2
236
294
58.7
193.0

79.3
23.1
298
h8.2
190.2

216.0
19.2
16.0
59.8

202.3
181
18.1

200.4
18.1
15.5

11089
1020
1019

Change from

) __C_?Eange from

Same Same

Previous period Latest Previous period
- period _ previous figuire period  previous
0.3 2.4 115.9 0.2 2.4
0.4 3.2 105.7 -0.4 28
0.3 8.5 122.4 01 4.3
0.7 3.9 118.0 0.4 3.7
1.4 7.3 668.1 0.8 2.8
1.8 2.6 435.4 2.2 2.0
1.2 4.8 362.6 1.5 2.6
1.6 7.7 665.0 0.5 26
03 3.0 434.6 0.4 1.6
0.9 5.7 558.4 0.7 2.4
7.3 112 4 185.8 3.9 12.0
- 4.0 962.8 6.8 3.8
0.3 -2.0 17112 -1.5 3.3
0.9 8.5 33052 6.9 55
33 7.3 10 165.0 4.2 7.6
1.0 7.9 4160.3 0.6 9.1
0.9 -2.9 9h2.b -0.9 —
1.0 -1.0 1779.6 — 4.2
Q.2 4.3 33285 — 4.8
Qb 3.9 10 210.9 Q.2 59
26 0.1 92935 0.1 2.7
1.1 4.3 873.6 2.6 9.6
0.6 -1.2 737.5 1.8 4.4
48 -5.6 58.0 -0.7 0.9
-2.8 -0.8 9 106.2 1.1 2.8
-6.2 2.3 841.8 1.3 9.7
-6.8 -2.6 710.6 0.6 4.5
-5.8 4.1 9 081.2 0.8 2.8
-6.7 -1.6 841.1 1.7 Q.7
-4.3 4.3 711.0 1.2 a1
18.4 -12.9 57 837 15.5 -9.8
-6.8 -10.5 21915 -6.2 4.1
-1.4 -2.7 b4 172 0.1 -0.7
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2 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JULY 1996 — continued

Austratian Capital Territory Australia
Change from Change from
Same Same
Latest Previous period Previous period
Andicatar B Unit figure pericd previous  Latest figure period previous_
AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCOUNTS, Mar. qtr 96°
Original series
Gross State product at av. 1989-90
prices Sm 18561 -12.2 1.2 104 318 -8.1 4.0
Gross State product at current prices Sm 2 330 -11.1 2.7 117 876 -7.2 6.8
State final gemand at av. 1989-90
prices $rm 2770 -84 2.8 101 583 8.2 4.1
Prvate final consumption expenditure $m 1346 8.4 5.2 73492 -7.3 7.
Private gross fixcd capital expenditure $m 174 —24.0 -11.7 17 324 -14.1 0.6
Trend series
Gross State product at av. 1985-80
prices $m 2102 0.4 a.8 107 825 1.0 3.4
Gross State product at current prices $m 2496 1.3 2.8 121 678 1.6 6.1
State final demand at av. 1885930
prices $m 2938 1.0 2.7 107 068 09 31
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1420 1.2 5.0 76 476 15 6.8
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 207 5.6 -5.5 19074 0.0 -10

1 Change shown i terms of percentage points.
2 State esumnates are rot comparable to national estimates for June quarter 1295 due to revised aggregates in State Accouris (5242.0%.

Source: ABS Catalogue Mos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, £354.0, 6401.0. 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 3634.0,
8635.8, 8731.0, 8752.0, 9214.0, 8301.0.

10 ABS - BUSINESS INDICATORS, ACT - 1303.8 - JULY 1996
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4 ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

ACT  Aust.

Indicator Latest period  NSW Vic. Oid  SA WA Tas. NT
POPULATION Dec. gir 95 0.3 0.2 0.6 a.1 0.4 —_ 1.1 — 0.3
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) lune, 96 — 0.1 01 Q.2 01 0.1 04 0.1 —
Unemployment rate {trend)* lune. 98 0.1 01 — ~Q.1 - 0.1 -0.2 0.1 —
STATE ACCOUNTS?
Gross State product at 198990
prices (trend} Mar. qir 98 1.0 1.4 0.6 Q9 1.1 Q.9 0.3 0.4 1.0
Gross State product at current
prices (trend} Mar. qgtr 96 1.6 1.8 0.8 1.5 1.6 0.8 0.5 1.3 1.8
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units approved May. 96 45.8 93 139 174 215 -289 -263 131 221
Dwelling units approved (trend) May, 98 2.2 -1.0 1.9 11 -26 -1.7 9.8 -£.1 0.6
WValue of non-residential
bullding approved May. 96 13.2 57.3 -48.0 4222 785 173.7 -352 4940 333
Value of all buildings approved May. 96 32.¥ 301 44 1862 37.0 292 252 19228 304
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Walue of engineering construction
work daone Dec. qtr 95 4.1 96 166 198 4b1 8.0 17.7 223 18.0
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Fuil-time adult ordinary time (trend) Feb. gtr 96 a.v 0.8 0.2 0.9 1.8 0.8 — 1.1 0.8
RETAIL TRADE
Retail turnover (trend) May. 96 — 0.2 02 0.4 01 0.5 0.1 0.5 0.2
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied {trend) Dec. gtr 95 0.7 05 1.3 1.4 0.9 1.0 2.7 -b.6 0.8
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
Trend May. 96  -C.1 — 08 -02 2.3 2.7 0.6 -1.4 041
Latest period Syd.  Mesb. 8ris.  Adel.  Perth Hob. Dar. Canb. Aust
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
(198990~ 100.0}
Food Mar. gtr 96 0.2 -0z 1.0 — 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.3 0.z2
Housing Mar. gir 96 0.7 29 — 0.1 0.4 0.7 1.1 0.4 04
Transportation Mar. gir 96 0.7 -0.5 0.3 -0.3 0.1 -0.9 -0.3 0.3 0.1
All Groups Mar. gtr 96 0.7 0.2 0.8 0.4 0.7 0.8 0.5 0.7 0.4
Average retail prices (cents)
Milk, carton, supermarket sales Mar, qtr 96 1.8 2.6 1.8 — 3.4 — 1.8 —  na.
Bread, white loaf, sliced, supermarket
sales Mar. qtr96 0.5 — 06 2.7 2.4 -1.3 Q.5 —  na
Beef, rump steak Mar. gtr96  -03 28 30 -7 09 5.7 3.6 -0.7  n.a.
Chicken, frozen Mar. qtr96 1.1 3.7 0.7 5.7 1.2 53 8.1 2.3  na.
Potatoes Mar. gtr96 -27.8 -36.7 -33.1 -46.3 -25 -5.4 -184 -316 na
Coffee, instant Mar. gtr 96 ~2.7 -3.1 -2.7 — =36 -0.9 1.6 0.7 n.a.
Scoteh nip, public bar Mar. gtr 86 1.1 1.2 0.3 05 1.4 — -68.2 na
Private matonng petrol, leaded Mar. gtr 96 0.8 -15 — 05 07 -3.2 0.3 0.7 na
Private motonng petrol, unleaded Mar. gtr 96 09 -1.7 — 06 -08 -3.3 -03 -0.8 n.a

B Change shown in terms of percentage points.
2
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State estimates are not comparable to national esomates fgr__ane quarter 1995 due 1o revised aggragates

in State Accounts (5242.0).













For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s
economic and social conditions. Details of what 15 available in various publications and
other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from all ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State and
Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored o the needs of clients can
be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS
also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some tailored information
SErvices.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steadycom PIL: premium rate 285¢/21.4 zecs.

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important ecanomic
statistics including the CPL.

Internet
http://www.statistics.gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National tndicators,
ABS product release details and other information of general interest,

Sales and Inquiries

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS

X400 {C:Australia,PUB:Telememeo,0: ABS,FN:STAT,SN:INFO)
Internet stat.info@abs.telermemo.au
MNational Mail Order Service (06) 252 5249
Subscription Service 1800 02 0608
Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 9268 4611 {02) 9268 4620
MELBOURNE {03) 9615 77565 (03) 9615 7755
BRISBANE {07y 3222 6351 {07y 3222 6350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 {09y 360 5307
ADELAIDE 08y 237 7100 {08) 237 7582
CANBERRA (0B) 252 6627 (0B) 207 0326
HOBART (002) 205 800 {002) 205 800
DARWIN (08} 89432 111 (08) 89432 111

>4

Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
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